REMARKS 



This supplemental amendment is being filed to make additional changes 
in the specification and claims, which are in addition to those made by the 
amendment filed on April 5, 2007. These changes were suggested by the 
analysis and discussions that occurred in connection with the Examiner's 
Interview held on May 15, 2007. 



I. CLAIM CHANGES 



Some further changes were made in the independent claims 4 and 12. 
The negative limitations added to both claims by the amendment filed on April 5, 
2007 were positioned prior to the transitional word "comprising". Thus technically 
the negative limitations were located in the preamble. To prevent any possible 
interpretation of the claim wording that would avoid giving weight to these 
negative limitations regarding hard-working, these negative limitations have been 
moved to the ends of the bodies of both claims 4 and 12. Thus the negative 
limitations are present in the body of these claims and must be given weight 
during examination. 

In addition, the negative limitation regarding "hard-working" steps that 
change the shape of the roller bearing part or component is based on the 



7 



disclosure in the applicants' originally filed specification at page 5, lines 18 to 22. 
However the disclosure there states that hard-working methods are avoided after 
heat treatment . Claims 4 and 12 have accordingly been amended to state that 
the method does not include hard-working steps after the heat treating process 
that is necessary to harden the article . 

Thus the negative limitation regarding "hard-working" steps that is now 
included in claims 4 and 12 is fully supported by the existing disclosure in the 
originally filed specification on page 5. 

II. OBVIOUSNESS REJECTIONS 

Claims 3 to 5, 10, and 12 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) over 
Okita, et al (US Patent 5,672,014 - US '014). 

Claims 6 and 8 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) over Okita, et al, in 
view of ASM Handbook, Vol. 14. 

Arguments to overcome these obviousness rejections were provided on 
pages 6 and following of the amendment filed on April 5, 2007. These 
arguments, which are based on the newly added negative limitations, should be 
reviewed. Okita, et al, require a hard-working step, namely grinding, after 
hardening. This hard-working step after the heat-treatment is now excluded from 
the applicants' claimed method by the changes in claims 4 and 12. 

There is no contradiction between the negative limitations regarding hard- 
working and the features of the dependent claims 6 and 8 because the 
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hammering and tapping, etc, takes place during the cold-forming step prior to 
hardening, not after hardening. 

For the foregoing reasons and the reasons present in the amendment 
dated April 5, 2007 and because of the changes in claims 4 and 12, withdrawal of 
the rejection of claims 3 to 5, 10, and 12 under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) over Okita, et 
al, is respectfully requested. 

Furthermore withdrawal of the rejections of dependent claims 6 and 8 
under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) over Okita, et al, in view of the ASM Handbook Vol 14, is 
also respectfully requested because these claims depend on an allowable 
independent claim. 

III. SPECIFICATION CHANGE 

An additional typographical error in the specification paragraph that runs 
from line 15 to the last line of page 5 of the specification has been corrected. 

Should the Examiner require or consider it advisable that the specification, 
claims and/or drawing be further amended or corrected in formal respects to put 
this case in condition for final allowance, then it is requested that such 
amendments or corrections be carried out by Examiner's Amendment and the 
case passed to issue. Alternatively, should the Examiner feel that a personal 
discussion might be helpful in advancing the case to allowance, he or she is 



9 



invited to telephone the undersigned at 1-631-549 4700. 

In view of the foregoing, favorable allowance is respectfully solicited. 
Respectfully submitted, 

/MichaeU Striker/ 

Michael J. Striker, 
Attorney for the Applicants 
Reg. No. 27,233 



10 



